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Mar. 1 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:55 a.m. in the
Vice President’s Ceremonial Office in the Old Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-

ferred to Ted Turner, chief executive officer and
president, Turner Broadcasting Service, Inc.

Message to the Congress on the National Emergency With Respect to
Cuba
March 1, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 1 of title II of Public

Law 65–24, ch. 30, 50 U.S.C. 191 and sections
201 and 301 of the National Emergencies Act,
50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq., United States Code,
I hereby report that I have exercised my statu-
tory authority to declare a national emergency
in response to the Government of Cuba’s de-
struction of two unarmed U.S.-registered civilian
aircraft in international airspace north of Cuba.

In the proclamation (copy attached), I have
authorized and directed the Secretary of Trans-
portation to make and issue such rules and regu-
lations that the Secretary may find appropriate
to prevent unauthorized U.S. vessels from enter-
ing Cuban territorial waters.

I have authorized these rules and regulations
as a result of the Government of Cuba’s dem-

onstrated willingness to use reckless force, in-
cluding deadly force, in the ostensible enforce-
ment of its sovereignty. I have determined that
the unauthorized departure of vessels intending
to enter Cuban territorial waters could jeop-
ardize the safety of certain U.S. citizens and
other persons residing in the United States and
threaten a disturbance of international relations.
I have, accordingly, declared a national emer-
gency in response to these threats.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 1, 1996.

NOTE: The proclamation is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Message on the Observance of Saint Patrick’s Day, 1996
March 1, 1996

Warmest greetings to everyone celebrating
Saint Patrick’s Day.

On this feast day of the patron saint of Ire-
land, we remember with gratitude the gifts of
the Irish people. For generations, the sons and
daughters of Ireland have come to America
seeking a new life and a new freedom, bringing
with them a deep faith in God, a profound
love of liberty, and a determination to help
shape the American Dream.

As soldiers and scholars, poets and Presidents,
Irish Americans have enriched every facet of
American society. Today we honor their many
accomplishments, their vital contributions in
building the cities, industries, and culture of
America, and the long friendship and close ties
between the United States and Ireland.

Like millions of Americans, I rejoice in my
Irish heritage; and like millions of Americans,
I pray for lasting peace in the land of our ances-
tors. We must not permit the process of rec-
onciliation in Northern Ireland to be destroyed
by those who are blinded by the hatreds of
the past. As we pay tribute to Saint Patrick’s
enduring message of faith and courage, I salute
the people of Ireland for their devotion to de-
feating the enemies of peace. In this age of
hope and possibility, I am confident that their
steadfast efforts will be rewarded with lasting
tranquility and the blessings of a bright future.

Best wishes to all for a wonderful holiday.

BILL CLINTON
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